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High School Leadership Training Class 
New Applicant Packet

For 2019-2020
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Questions?  Contact either Ms. Peterson (cmpeterson@fcps.edu) or Mrs. Leydon (laleydon@fcps.edu) 
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Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
Dear Prospective SGA applicant, 
Hello and welcome! We are excited about your interest in the student leadership class for next year. We are looking for hard working, dedicated students that have a genuine interest in leadership, service, and creating a positive school climate and culture! It is our sincere hope that you are one of these people. 
The following are some frequently asked questions and answers you may find helpful…

· What is the SGA?

The Student Government Association is a combination of the class council members, SGA Executive Council, as well as all the other accepted members of the Leadership Training class. Members of the SGA raise money for their class, plan school projects, and represent their classmates at school functions. 

· What is Leadership Training? 

Leadership Training is the title of the course that meets during school. Students who are enrolled in the Leadership Training class constitute the majority of the Robinson Student Government (SGA). 

· What is SAC?

The Student Advisory Council (SAC) meets every month at various schools around the county to provide a student’s opinion on county issues to the superintendent. There are 4 elected members per school. It is not mandatory to take Leadership Training to be a member of SAC.
· Can anyone run for class council?

Class council positions are open to the entire school.  The SGA sponsors and Robinson administration reserves the right, though, to remove anyone from the candidate pool based on questionable character issues and a poor citizenship record. If you are elected for class council, you must take Leadership Training. 
· What is the role of class council members?

The primary roles of a class council member are to create class unity and to raise money for their class that goes toward the class gift, prom, graduation, and other activities senior year. Class council members also work to plan and organize projects and activities that promote unity and school spirit within the class. Elected council members work closely with their class sponsors (there are two to three per grade) on all activities.
· Do I have to take Leadership Training if I am elected to class council?

Yes, it is mandatory to take Leadership Training if you are elected to Class Council. You must fill out two separate applications if you are running for class council and applying to Leadership Training. 
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Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
Application Requirements: Application materials will be available on the Robinson homepage or on the door of E109.  Please review the chart below for application guidelines for Leadership Training, Class Council Office, or both…  
	Application Requirements

	Leadership Training
	Class Council or SAC

	The application process is as follows:
· New or Returning Application Packet.  This includes a personal information request with administrator signature, questionnaire, essay, teacher recommendation, and participation policy. Please type your answers and allow the teacher adequate time to complete the recommendation before you pick it up to include with your application materials.
· Academic Transcript. Request a copy from your counselor. 
· Interview. Interviews will be given based on the quality of the Application Packet.  Applicants will be personally contacted if an interview is desired.  Interviews will take place between Tuesday, February 19th and Friday, March 1st 
All forms must be turned completed and turned in together (including the teacher recommendation, sealed in an envelope). 

	In addition to the leadership training application materials, Class Council and SAC candidates will also need to complete the Candidacy Declaration.  Please print neatly.


Submission: All paperwork, including transcripts and recommendations, must be handed in personally to Ms. Peterson in C116 or Ms. Leydon in B109 by Friday, February 8th.  Application materials MUST be turned in together. Applications cannot be submitted in teacher mailboxes.  Late submissions as well as those that are emailed will NOT be considered.
Download the application on the Robinson Website under the SGA Page. 
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Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
Calendar Dates. Please adhere to all deadlines and communicate problems to Ms. Peterson or Mrs. Leydon ahead of time to avoid any issues. Here are some general dates for both Leadership Training and Elections.  Dates are subject to change, but you will be notified if so.
· Leadership Training & Class Council/SAC Applications available
Date: Wednesday, January 9th    
· All Application packets due.  Submit to C116 or B109 directly to Ms. Peterson or Mrs. Leydon.
Date: Friday, February 8th   

· Leadership Training Interviews (candidates will be notified if an interview is requested)

Tentative start date: Tuesday, February, 19th   
Candidates sign up for interview times outside E109 if requested
· Class Council/SAC Candidates Elections Meeting – E109


Date: Wednesday, February 13th   

Mandatory meeting for all Council candidates – if you do not attend you cannot run!

· Class Council and SAC Election Week


Dates: Monday, February 25th to Friday, March 1st 
The SGA election committee will hang all posters and flyers for the candidates.
· Announcement of Class Council/SAC Election Results and final class lists
Date: Friday, March 1st    
The SGA sponsors reserve the right to change/adjust these dates due to inclement weather, teacher meetings, etc. Please check the morning announcements and the Robinson SGA website or twitter for any possible changes. More specific information will be provided once we have established a candidate list and had our election candidates meeting.  
Contact Information. If you have a question about how the Leadership Training and Class Council/SAC election process works, please feel free to email either Ms. Peterson (cmpeterson@fcps.edu) or Mrs. Leydon (laleydon@fcps.edu). If you feel more comfortable discussing the matter in person, feel free to stop by C116 or E205 before or after school.  
Once again, thank you very much for your interest in student leadership at Robinson and we look forward to working with you in the future.








Sincerely, 








Ms. Peterson and Mrs. Leydon 







SGA Sponsors
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Robinson Secondary School
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Personal Information – Take a moment to provide us with your personal information so we can contact you. Please print or type your information as accurately and neatly as possible.  If your handwriting is not legible or there is confusion for any reason, you may not get necessary communication via e-mail regarding the application process and we will not seek you out or made adjustments for deadlines.  

Name: 
 ________________________________________________________  

Current Grade: 
 
8
9
10
11

Email:  ___________________________________________________________

Class Schedule: 




Period          Class






Teacher & Room #


     1

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________


     3

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________

     4

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________

     5

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________

     6 

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________

     7

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________

     8

​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

________________

Citizenship Record
Please obtain the signature of your administrator to verify that you are in good standing to participate in SGA. 
______________________________
Administrator
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Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
Questionnaire for NEW Applicants

Please TYPE and attach your responses to the following questions…
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1. Why are you applying for Leadership Training?

2. What activities – clubs, sports, offices, events, etc. – have you been involved in and outside of Robinson?

3. From your experiences, what one SGA project did you like and why? From your experiences, what one SGA project was not as successful?  Why not?  Identify at least 3 changes that you would make.
4. What unique quality will you bring to the SGA?  How/why will this impact the class?

Just so you know…

We expect all SGA members will be available during the summer to help finalize preparations for Homecoming.  You will be expected to give ample time in the summer to make our early Homecoming possible.  We expect this will be a sacrifice you are willing to make…
[image: image12.png]


Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
Personal Essay 
Respond to one of the following 4 quotes . . . allow your response to go in the direction that best expresses your ideas and opinions. Type your response on a separate sheet of paper. Please proofread for errors and submit a polished copy with your application materials.
· “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, concerned citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 
– Margaret Mead 

· “Strong convictions precede great actions.” 

-James Freeman Clarke
· “If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more, and become more, you are a leader.” 
 
– John Quincy Adams 
· “Do not find the fault, find the remedy.” 

-Henry Ford
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Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
Robinson Student Government Participation Policy
      The Robinson Director of Student Activities and SGA Sponsors reserve the right 
to dismiss any student from either the Leadership Training class or elected 
office for the following reasons…


1. Major Breaches of Integrity

Either by admission or administrative disciplinary action, this includes but is not limited to issues regarding cheating, misrepresentation, truancy, stealing, or lying to a Robinson staff member.  
2. Violations of the Student’s Rights and Responsibilities

Either by admission or disciplinary action, this includes but is not limited to issues 
regarding alcohol abuse, use or possession of banned substances, weapons, hazing, fighting, or bullying while on school property or at school sponsored events. 

3. Conduct unbecoming a Robinson SGA Member

Either by admission, observation, investigation, or administrative or faculty disciplinary action, this includes but is not limited to repeated disrespect for school officials, adults, or classmates, consistent poor academic performance, or failure to follow the rules and expectations set forth by the SGA sponsors.  This also includes any police or family disciplinary action or intervention in regard to alcohol abuse, use or possession of banned substances, weapons, trespassing and/or fighting in the community even if it is not during regular school hours or during the school year.


Student Government Association
Robinson Secondary School
Fairfax, VA 22032
2019-2020 Leadership Training Application

Core Teacher Recommendation 

Dear Teachers…

Thank you for taking the time during a busy schedule to evaluate this prospective member of the student government. Please fill out the following evaluation as thoroughly and honestly as you can. When you have finished, please put the evaluation in the attached envelope and seal it. Do not worry about hunting us down to submit your evaluation, as the students have been instructed to return to your office to pick them up.
Applicant 
______________________   
Teacher/Subject
 ____________________

1. What traits have you observed that would make this candidate a good fit for the student government?

2. How would you characterize this student’s…

· Attendance - 

· Grades - 

· Work ethic – 

· Interaction with peers – 

3. Can you think of any questionable behaviors/integrity issues with this applicant that would hinder his/her ability to be an effective member of SGA? 
4. In comparison to other students that you teach, how would you rate this student in regard to…






                       POOR

     EXEMPLARY

Responsibility…


1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Initiative…
1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Motivation…


1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Enthusiasm…


1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Multi-tasking…


1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Communication skills…

1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Stress management…

1
2
3
4
5
No basis

Independence…


1
2
3
4
5
No basis



Creativity…



1
2
3
4
5
No basis


Final Thoughts?
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These pages will make up your application packet. Please staple them in order.
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I have read and been made aware of the expectations and possible consequences for my behavior as a member of the Robinson SGA. 











                  


             My Signature & Date                               Parent/Guardian & Date �
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