
English 9 English 9 HN

English Options in 9th Grade

For the student who: 
★ Wants to develop and strengthen their 

writing skills and love of reading
★ Prefers to complete the majority of their 

work during the class period

Pacing: 
Students will use class time to develop skills in 
organization, time management, written 
expression, literary analysis, personal 
reflection, reading comprehension, grammar, 
and vocabulary

For the student who:
★  is ready for a greater academic 

challenge and is looking for deep 
discussion

★ wants challenge in analytical writing. 
Honors assumes the student has strong 
reading and thinking skills and a love of 
reading. Honors expects that the 
student has a strong desire to write 
with clarity and fluency and is willing to 
work on writer’s craft.

Pacing: 
Honors covers more content more quickly. 

Because of the faster pace, Honors 
students should have successful 
time-management skills.

Check out this document for a more 
detailed overview of the two courses!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hWTO_vLDbyDlaOTjlGRL-eKBAO-7MySFrKFlOrQTEcI/edit?usp=sharing


English 10

If you’re currently taking English 9 or English 9 Honors

• Emphasis on developing skills of analysis
• Identify specific and relevant evidence to 

support analysis and reflection
• Focus on reading comprehension and 

developing connections to other texts and 
concepts

• Introducing student-driven oral 
communication about texts and concepts 

• Developing understanding of significant 
ideas

• Students begin taking ownership of 
learning by selecting texts and 
meaningful expressions of learning

Pacing/Reading Expectations: Steady pace 
of instruction. Some reading time provided in 
class.

• Emphasis on expanding skills of analysis 
• Skillfully incorporate evidence from 

literary texts to support analysis and 
reflection

• Making sophisticated inferences to 
identify and connect texts to other texts, 
self, and the world

• Expanding oral communication skills 
about texts and concepts

• Deepening understanding of 
     significant ideas 
• Emphasis on an increased student 

ownership of learning

Pacing/Reading Expectations: Slightly 
faster pace of instruction, expectations for 
reading and writing outside of class, 2-3 
full-length books are studied.

English 10 HN



English 11

For the student who 
enjoys exploring current 
events and how people 
use texts, both traditional 
books and non-literary 
texts (such as editorial 
cartoons, music, articles, 
advertisements, graphic 
novels, etc.), as vehicles for 
social change.

Pacing/Reading 
Expectations: Steady pace 
of instruction, some 
reading time provided in 
class, students have 
multiple options for 
full-length texts

If you’re currently taking English 10 or English 10 Honors

IB Literature 1

For the student who enjoys 
reading and analyzing 
full-length literary texts 
(novels, short stories) and 
wants to further develop 
their analytical reading and 
writing skills and explore 
other literary genres such 
as poetry collections and 
graphic memoir/novel.

Pacing/Reading 
Expectations:  Six or seven 
full-length literary texts are 
studied over the course of 
the year. Works are read 
independently.

English 11 Honors

For the student who wants 
to further their interest in 
literary texts and wants to 
challenge themselves by 
going more in-depth with 
their analysis and synthesis 
skills when approaching 
different forms of texts. 

Pacing/Reading 
Expectations: Slightly 
faster pace of instruction, 
expectations for reading 
and writing outside of 
class, 2-3 full-length books 
are studied.

IB Language & 
Literature 1

For the student who enjoys 
reading and analyzing a 
broader range of texts (both 
traditional English class texts 
as well as non-literary texts 
like articles, videos, and 
advertisements). Students will 
engage with current events 
and will develop their 
analytical reading and writing 
skills.

Pacing/Reading Expectations: 
Four major literary works 
studied plus an equivalent 
amount of time spent on 
non-literary texts. Works are 
read independently.

Check out this document for a more detailed overview of the 
IB English course options!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ODcoPf_aXz7bAkh5z_EbDqqpQiCh_YGiINkfmmsJW2I/edit?usp=sharing


English 12

• For students who: are striving to 
improve their analytical reading and 
writing skills. An independent pursuit 
of learning and self-advocacy will be 
fostered in students. 

• Pacing / Reading Expectations: 
Steady paced instruction with a broad 
focus on engaging literature, 
authentic writing skills, and 
self-expression. A majority of 
assignments (reading, writing, etc.) 
will be completed during class time 

English 12 Honors

• For students who: enjoy 
reading/writing, are seeking 
additional challenges, and seek to 
improve their analytical reading and 
writing skills through increased 
independence.

• Pacing / Reading Expectations: 
Accelerated reading with one major 
work studied each quarter, 
inclusion of non-literary texts, and 
poetry; reading and writing outside 
of class required.  

If you’re currently taking English 11 or English 11 Honors:

Students in both courses will write a college essay/personal statement.



If you’re currently taking IB Literature 1:

English 12

For students who are striving to 
improve their analytical reading 
and writing skills. An 
independent pursuit of learning 
and self-advocacy will be 
fostered in students. 

Pacing / Reading Expectations: 
Steady paced instruction with a 
broad focus on engaging 
literature, authentic writing 
skills, and self-expression. A 
majority of assignments 
(reading, writing, etc.) will be 
completed during class time 

English 12 Honors

For students who enjoy 
reading/writing, are seeking 
additional challenges, and 
seek to improve their 
analytical reading and writing 
skills through increased 
independence.

Pacing / Reading 
Expectations: Accelerated 
reading with one major work 
studied each quarter, 
inclusion of non-literary texts, 
and poetry; reading and 
writing outside of class 
required.  

IB Literature 2

For students who successfully 
completed IB Lit 1 and want to 
complete the two-year course. 
Students can potentially earn 
college credit upon successful 
completion of IB requirements.

Pacing / Reading Expectations: 
Students will read a variety of text 
genres (poetry, essays, novels, 
short stories) and can expect to 
read, discuss and write about 
three works in first semester and 
four works in second semester.
Some reading outside of class 
required.

Students in all courses will write a college essay/personal statement.



If you’re currently taking IB Language & Literature 1:

English 12

For students who are striving to 
improve their analytical reading 
and writing skills. An 
independent pursuit of learning 
and self-advocacy will be 
fostered in students. 

Pacing / Reading Expectations: 
Steady paced instruction with a 
broad focus on engaging 
literature, authentic writing 
skills, and self-expression. A 
majority of assignments 
(reading, writing, etc.) will be 
completed during class time 

English 12 Honors

For students who enjoy 
reading/writing, are seeking 
additional challenges, and 
seek to improve their 
analytical reading and writing 
skills through increased 
independence.

Pacing / Reading 
Expectations: Accelerated 
reading with one major work 
studied each quarter, 
inclusion of non-literary texts, 
and poetry; reading and 
writing outside of class 
required.  

IB Language & 
Literature 2

• For students who:  
successfully completed IB 
L&L 1 and want to continue 
analyzing a broader range of 
texts. Students can potentially 
earn college credit upon 
successful completion of IB 
requirements.

• Pacing / Reading 
Expectations: Four major 
literary works studied plus an 
equivalent amount of time 
spent on non-literary texts. 
Works are read 
independently.

Students in all courses will write a college essay/personal statement.


